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Comparing Class, Romance and Social Relations in Persuasion and Tge Great Gatsby
Persuasion and the great Gatsby are different novels with varying publishing date and yet they discuss similar issues. The two novels have a lot in common including their plot, themes and characters. However, the novels have used different examples to bring out the two sides of the sheared themes. The two novels have used different examples to bring out class, romance and social relation as the major themes of comparison  
The novels bring out a contrasting idea of class struggle. The theme of class seems to occupy the minds of both novels. The two novels bring out some people trying to climb the social ladder while others are going down the social ladder. Both novels shows how social status affects where people lives and who they associate with. Austen ( 33) shows how persuasion brings out different perspectives of how class affects people’s lives. One, the novel present the pain of living a lower life that expected. The author explains that the Elliott’s family  was once a wealthy family that used to live in the wealthiest neighborhood (Austen 33). However, things did not turn out well for them. Austen (33) says that after the death of Lady Elliot, the family accumulated a lot of debt and now they are considering relocating to a cheaper neighborhood. The family calls for a meeting and they decide to live at Bath where they can afford to pay the bills (Austen 38). Also, persuasion brings out how social status affects the people to marry. When Ann was still young, she fell in love with Wentworth. However, she was discouraged for marrying him by Lady Russel because he was poor and he did not have any property.  On the other hand, the Great Gatsby brings another version of social status. Unlike in persuasion, the novel introduces a character who moves from poverty to richness in a short span of time (Scott 8). Gatsby was born in a poor family in Dakota. Luckily, Gatsby met a wealth man called Dan. Dan became Gatsby’s mentor until his death. Gatsby experienced the life of high class during his stay with Dan and he started to do illegal business which ensured his climb in the social ladder. Unlike the Elliott who moves to a worse neighborhood, Scott (6) says that Gatsby moves to a better neighborhood than he was previously living in. the novel brings out the life of rich people which includes a luxurious life and spending money. Scott (6) says that Gatsby throws a lot of party to impress his neighbors unlike persuasion which shows the Elliot family living a humble life so that they can save for the next day. The two novels clearly bring out the gap between the rich and the poor and how dynamic life can be. Neighborhoods are defined by class and social status. Also, people associate with those people who belong to their class. 
Each novel has used different examples to portray the subject of romance in the novels. Persuasion discusses the issue of failed romance and a happy ever after ending.  At the beginning of the novel, each person seems to have married the wrong people. Austen (55)  shows how all the married people at the beginning of the novel decided to marry people they did not love because of money.  For example, Anne did not marry Wentworth because he was poor and he did not have any fortune or inheritance. Also, Mr. Elliot was to marry Elizabeth at the beginning but abandoned her and married another wealthy woman. Also, Henrietta falls in love with Captain Wentworth but she is later disappointed.  At the end of the novel, everything falls into place as each person marries the person they love (Austen 100). Also, all obstacles that had prevented them from marrying are removed. For example, later in life, Anne and Wentworth close each other’s line. The two meets after Anne and her family relocate to a chapter neighborhood. Thus, both Wentworth and Anne belong to the same social class and therefore no barrier that can prevent them from getting married. Also, Henrietta goes back to Charles thus removes the barrier of Anne. Lastly, Louisa gets engaged to captain Benwick thus freeing Wentworth to pursue Anne. On the other hand, the great Gatsby presents a love affair that ends in tears and murder. Like the persuasion novel, daisy and Gatsby’s romantic relationship is cut off due to status. Scott (90) argues that Gatsby believes that daisy married nick because he was wealthier and therefore he does everything to be rich so that she can win Daisy over.  The love between the two is based on selfish interests unlike that exemplified in persuasion.  In this novel, love is exemplified by force. In the process of winning daisy, a lot of people are hurt. Unlike persuasion, being in the same social status does not seem to close the gap between daisy and Gatsby. Scott, (100) comments that Though Gatsby became rich and joined daisy’ social status, his love for daisy was not accepted.  At the end of the novel, daisy conspires with her husband to betray the person she once loved.
Lastly the idea of family and friends relationships is widely discussed in the novel. Persuasions seem to emphasis on friendship ties as more important than family matters. The whole novel is full of gatherings that involve friend and their families. All the gatherings mentioned in the novel involve family friends. In the novel, people seem to see friends as part of a family (Austen 8). Therefore, friendship is treasured and less conflict about friends is seen in the novel. For example, Benwick and Wentworth are interested in the same girl but none fights the other. Also, Mr. Elliot and her daughters consult family friends to help them the decision of relocating to another town. On the other hand, the great Gatsby put more emphasis on family matters. Scott, (70) shows that most of the gatherings seen in the novel are organized by family members and friends are not invited.  For example, nick travels for a long time so that he can visit his family. During his visit, no friends are seen to welcome him, unlike Wentworth who is eagerly awaited by friends. Also, most of the friendly parties held in the novel are not genuine. Scott (60) shows that The parties are used by the owner to exploit their friends. The purposes of the parties are not to be happy with friends but to get what one want from their friends.  For example, Gatsby invites nick to a party because he want to get some information about daisy.  Also, myrtle is invited by tom to a club not because he cares, but because he gained from the relationships.   Therefore, each of the two novels seems to emphasis on one aspect of human relation.
In conclusion, the two novels have a lot of themes in common though their examples are conflicting.  The idea of a class is well explained in the two novels. Persuasion gives examples of people going down the social status. The Elliot’s family moves from richness to poverty due to debt. On the other hand, Gatsby moves from being poor to being rich in a very short time. Romantic relationship has also been discussed in the novel. Persuasion brings out a happy ending relationship while Gatsby’s relationships end with bitterness. Lastly, the preference of family and friends is also discussed. Persuasion discusses the friendship relationships as the most important aspect of human interaction. Gatsby discusses family relationships as the foundation for other interactions.  
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